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Springfield's  Lincoln 

Bronze  Statues  By  Larry  Anderson,  1940- 

Dedicated  On  June  5,  2004 

Located  On  The  Old  State  Capitol  Mall,  Springfield,  !L 

GPS  Coordinates:    N  39°  48.014'  W  89°  38.896' 


The  life-size  sculptures 
of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
his  wife,  and  two  of 
theirt  sons  stand  next  to 
Lincoln's  law  office  across 
from  the  Old  State  Capitol  in 
Springfield.  The  sculptures  are  the 
highlight  of  a  program  titled  "Here  I 
Have  Lived,"  a  series  of  more  than 
30  outdoor  exhibits  designed  to 
explain  Lincoln's  life  during  his 
nearly  25  years  in  Springfield.  "Here 
I  Have  Lived"  is  a  demonstration 
project  for  the  Looking  For  Lincoln 
Heritage  Program.  Springfield's 
Lincoln  was  funded  primarily 
through  a  state  Department  of 
Commerce  and  Economic 
Opportunity  tourism  grant. 

The  sculptor,  Larry  Anderson, 
was  born  in  Tacoma,  Washington, 
and  attended  that  city's  Lincoln 
High  School.  He  lived  in  a  city 
where  a  statue  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
by  Alonzo  Victor  Lewis  is  one  of  the 
most  notable  landmarks.    His  daugh- 
ter was  born  on  Lincoln's  Birthday. 
"Lincoln  has  been  a  part  of  my  life 
for  a  long  time,"  Anderson  said  in  a 
recent  interview.  The  artist  intended 
to  create  a  single  moment  in 
Lincoln's  life  that  symbolizes  the 
effects  that  Springfield  had  on  the 
future  president.   "He  couldn't  have 
gone  from  a  log  cabin  to  the  White 
House  without  the  polishing  effects 
of  a  career  in  Springfield,"  Anderson 
said.   "There  he  met  Mary,  became  a 
father,  a  successful  lawyer,  then 
politically  active."  The  scene  of  the 
sculpture  is  set  on  October  4,  1854, 
as  Lincoln  is  walking  toward  the  Old 
State  Capitol  to  give  a  speech.  It  was 
during  this  time  that  Lincoln  was 
reviving  his  political  career  and 
beginning  to  speak  out  against  the 
spread  of  slavery.  The  sculptures  are 
grouped  in  two  couplets.  Sons 
Robert  and  Willie  stand  across  the 


street  from  each  other  waving  as 
Robert  leaves  for  school.  This 
symbolizes  Robert's  frequent 
estrangement  from  his  family. 
Mary  is  adjusting  her  husband's 
lapels,  symbolizing  her  influence 
on  his  political  and  social  life. 

Anderson  has  completed  sixty- 
five  bronze  sculptures  nationwide 
and  is  known  for  his  passion  for 
detail.    He  holds  a  Master  of  Fine 
Arts  degree  from  the  Cranbrook 
Academy  of  Art.    He  spent  a  year 
researching  his  subjects  and  14 
months  creating  the  clay  models  for 
Springfield's  Lincoln.  It  was  his 
intention  to  create  something  very 
detailed  and  historically  accurate. 
For  example,  the  speech  that  Lincoln 
planned  to  deliver  that  day  can  be 
seen  tucked  into  his  hatband.  The 
handwriting  on  the  speech  is  as  close 
to  Lincoln's  as  possible.    His  right  ear 
sits  lower  than  the  left,  and  his  left 
eye  wanders  upward  and  outward 
slightly.    Mary  wears  stitched  gloves 
and  a  bonnet  ringed  with  roses. 
The  boys  are  wearing  hats  that  were 
popular  at  the  time.    Robert  is 
carrying  books  that  he  studied  in 
school.  As  he  worked,  Anderson 
relied  on  photographs  of  Lincoln 
taken  from  1858-1860. 

The  statue  was  unveiled  on  June 
5,  2004,  in  downtown  Springfield. 
Mayor  Tim  Davlin  said,  "We  are 


truly  on  the  threshold  of  a  new  era 
in  Springfield.   With  the  Abraham 
Lincoln  Presidential  Library  and 
Museum  to  open  soon,  this  sculp- 
ture will  be  the  closest  thing  yet  to 
bringing  our  16th  President  back  to 
life.   Visitors  and  residents  won't 
have  to  imagine  what  it  was  like 
when  Lincoln  walked  downtown. 
They  will  now  be  able  to  capture  the 
very  feeling  that  townsfolk  in  the 
19th  century  experienced  when  the 
traversed  the  same  pathways." 

Carl  Volkmann  of  Springfield  is  the 
former  director  of  the  Lincoln  (public) 
Library.  Now  retired,  he  is  writing  a 
history  of  Lincoln-inspired  sculpture 
in  the  state,  from  these  articles  are 
derived. 
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